Name __________________________

Banned from the Bible 1 (Answers to questions about these two films are worth three quizzes)
1. What books did Marcion of Pontius want to exclude and why?



2. What did Arius and Athenasius fight over? 


3. How did everything change for the canon in Nicaea in 325? 



4. When Eusebius proposed the first Christian canon, which book was last on his list?  Why?



5. Why might “Life of Adam and Eve” have been left out of the canon?


6. Which book explains how Cain gets married?


7. In Enoch, who is Azael or Azazel? 



8. Since Enoch was so popular, why might it not have been included in the bible?



9. To what group was Enoch sacred and canonical all along?



10. How many Q’umram manuscripts of Enoch were there?



11. Why might the Infancy Gospel of Thomas not have been included in the canon? 



12. In what religious book is the Infancy Gospel canonical?



13. What does the Protovangelion Gospel of James assert? What Catholic doctrine does it make possible?



14. What “heretical” collection was discovered in 1945 at Nag Hammadi?



15. What did the Gnostics think about the creator of the physical world, whom they called the Demiurge or Yaldabaoth or Samael?



16. What “gospel” describes a conversation between Peter and Mary Magdalene? Why is it excluded?



17. Who ultimately decided what books would be left out of the Christian bible?




18. What book describes Jesus’s “hallowing” of or descent into hell? Whom does he let out?




19. Why was the gospel of Nicodemus so popular even though it wasn’t canonical?
Banned from the Bible Part II

1. What text does the gospel of Luke refer to during an exorcism, and what is it about?

2. What kind of “alternative narrative” and “Tolkienish imagery” is associated with the text above?
3. What Christian event do the demons of the above text foretell? How does this event get into the story?

4. Why was this text above more appealing to Christians than to Jews?

5. What do we learn in the film about the Jewish mystics (Kabbalists)?

6. What “strange tale,” mentioned in two texts, “that claims to predate the story of Adam and Eve” did not make it into the bible? What was so controversial about it?

7. What gave the protagonist of the above story the power of flight? What did she give up so she could keep that power?

8. On whom does the above protagonist take revenge, and how?

9. What discrepancy in Genesis drives the rabbinic authors of midrash to link the protagonist above to single mention in Isaiah?

10. What bad things continue to be blamed on the protagonist? What is still worn to ward this protagonist off?

11. Summarize a text centered on a character mentioned only once in Genesis. What “city of the sun” is it set in?

12. What mysterious ritual gives the protagonist of the above story what she desires?

13. What phenomenon from intertestamental times was the above story (perhaps) written to justify?
14. Why might the above story have been less acceptable to Jews than Christians? Why did it not make it into the New Testament?

15. What character is more “assertive” and “heroic” in the apocryphal version in the Septuagint? Explain. 

16. Why didn’t the Jews want to include “inspired writing” like Daniel in the canon? How did it ultimately make it in?

17. What three qualities determined which books were in the bible and which were banned?

18. The Acts of Peter, found in Vercelli, was assembled from oral stories about Peter. What figure was Peter called upon by God to “cast out”? Where, why, and how? 

19. What were some “major differences” among ideas about Jesus that were found in the “Acts of Paul and Thecla”? What is the connection between this story and Christian asceticism? 

20. Describe the “gendered imagery” in the arena of the above story. 

21. Why might Acts of Paul and Thecla have been excluded from the New Testament by Tertullian?

22. What is an alternative name for the Acts of Peter? What “great trouble in Rome” might have led to Peter’s death?

23. What part of Acts of Peter is retained while the rest is suppressed? Why?

24. What “extension of the traditional gospel of Mark” does Clement mention? What controversial thing happens in the excerpt Clement quoted? 

25. How, according to Clement, is the text above distorted by the Carpocracians?
26. How does the Gospel of Judas “rewrite the events leading up to the passion”? 

27. Why, in this story, does Judas “sacrifice the man that clothes me”?

28. In what two ways does Judas die in canonical (New Testament) texts?

29. What significance does Bart Ehrman attribute to the Gospel of Judas? What process does Ehrman describe by which Christianity decided between “orthodox” or monolithic thinking and “heretical” or diverse thinking?
